(B) display control means for inhibiting, on the basis of an identification result of said 
identifying meaHs, a display of the object identified by said identifying means until a 
predetermined authenticating process is finished and allowing a display of objects that are not 
identified as having copyright-protected information. 

2. (Amended) An apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising reproduction 
inhibiting means for inhibiting \ reproduction of video/audio in the case where the object whose 
display is inhibited by said displayscontrol means is accompanied with video/audio data. 



3. (Amended) An apparatus according to claim 2, further comprising synchronizing 
means for, in the case where the object whose display is inhibited by said display control means 
is accompanied with the video/audio data, synchronizing the display of the object with the 
reproduction of said video/audio when the inhibition of the display by said display control means 
is cancelled. 



4. (Amended) An image processing apparatus for displaying a scene, comprising: 



(A) identifying means for identifying an object having copyright-protected information 
among objects constructing the scene on the basis of data describing the scene; and 

(B) classifying means for classifying the object identified by said identifying means in a 
first group and classifying the other objects in a second group; 

(C) display control means for controlling the display of the^scene on the basis of the 
groups classified by said classifying means to inhibit display of the object having copyright- 
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protected information that has not been authenticated and to allow display of objects not having 
copyright-protected information. 

5. (Amended) An apparatus according to claim 4, wherein said classifying means further 
classifies the object identified by said identifying means and video/audio data associated with the 
object in the first group and classifies the other objects and video/audio data associated with the 
other objects in the second grbup. 

6. (Unamended) An image j^tocessing apparatus comprising: 

(A) receiving means for receiving scene data describing a 3 -dimensional scene, media 
data associated with said scene data, and copyright-protected data; 

(B) separating means for separating all of the data received by said receiving means; 

(C) access control means for controllingVccesses to the scene data and the media data 
separated by said separating means on the basis of t^e copyright-protected data separated by said 
separating means; 

(D) media decoding means for decoding the media\data separated by said separating 

means; 

(E) scene decoding means for forming copyright-protected scene data and 
copyright-unprotected scene data from the scene data separated by said separating means on the 
basis of the copyright-protected data separated by said separating means; and 
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(F) rendering means for rendering the 3-dimensional scene on the basis of the media data 
decoded byWid media decoding means and the copyright-protected scene data and the 
copyright-unprotected scene data formed by said scene decoding means. 

7. (UnamendWl) An apparatus according to claim 6, wherein said copyright-protected 
scene data describes a scsene which is rendered after authentication, and said 
copyright-unprotected scens data describes a scene which is rendered irrespective of the 
authentication. \ 

8. (Unamended) An apparatus according to claim 6, further comprising instructing means 
for giving an instruction for an acces^timing in said access control means in order to adjust a 
timing for the rendering by said rendering means. 

9. (Amended) An image processing apparatus comprising: 

detecting means for detecting a copyright protection node from a language describing a 
3-dimensional scene; \ 

identifying means for identifying a 3-dimension^ object designated by the copyright 
protection mode detected by said detecting means; and \ 

display control means for inhibiting a display of the 3-dimensional object identified by 
said identifying means until a predetermined authenticating process is finished and allowing 
display of a 3-dimensional that is not identified as having copyrightWotected information. 
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lOv (Unamended) An apparatus according to claim 9, wherein said language is a VRML. 

1 1 . (Amended) An image processing method of displaying a scene, comprising: 

(A) an idenft^ying step of identifying an object having copyright-protected information 
among objects constructing the scene on the basis of data describing the scene; and 

(B) a display contix^step of inhibiting, on the basis of an identification result in said 
identifying step, a display ofthe object identified in said identifying step until a predetermined 
authenticating process is finished and allowing display of objects that are not identified as having 
copyright-protected information. 

12. (Amended) A method according to claim 11, further comprising a reproduction 
inhibiting step of inhibiting a reproduction^video/audio in the case where the object whose 
display is inhibited in said display control step is accompanied with video/audio data. 

13. (Amended) A method according to claim\2, further comprising a synchronizing step 

of, in the case where the object whose display is inhibited in said display control step is 

\ 

accompanied with the video/audio data, synchronizing the display of the object with the 
reproduction of the video/audio when the inhibition of the display in said display control step is 
cancelled. 
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(A) \an identifying step of identifying an object having copyright-protected information 
among objects, constructing the scene on the basis of data describing the scene; and 

(B) a classifying step of classifying the object identified in said identifying step in a first 
group and classifying the other objects in a second group; and 

(C) a display control step of controlling the display of the scene on the basis of the groups 
classified in said classifying step to inhibit display of the object having copyright-protected 
information that has not bee\authenticated and to allow display of objects not having copyright- 
protected information. 

15. (Amended) A method according to claim 14, wherein in said classifying step, the 
object identified in said identifying steftand video/audio data associated with the object are 
classified in the first group, and the other \bjects and video/audio data associated with the other 
objects are classified in the second group. 

16. (Unamended) An image processing method comprising: 

(A) a receiving step of receiving scene data describing a 3 -dimensional scene, media data 
associated with said scene data, and copyright-protectea data; 

(B) a separating step of separating all of the data received in said receiving step; 

(C) an access control step of controlling accesses to \he scene data and the media data 
separated in said separating step on the basis of the copyright-protected data separated in said 
separating step; 

(D) a media decoding step of decoding the media data separated in said separating step; 
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(B) a scene decoding step of forming copyright-protected scene data and 
copyright-unprotected scene data from the scene data separated in said separating step on the 
basis of the copyright-protected data separated in said separating step; and 

(F) a rendering step of rendering the 3-dimensional scene on the basis of the media data 
decoded in said medik decoding step and the copyright-protected scene data and the 
copyright-unprotected s\ene data formed in said scene decoding step. 

17. (Unamended) A method according to claim 16, wherein said copyright-protected 
scene data describes a scene whrch is rendered after authentication, and said 
copyright-unprotected scene data describes a scene which is rendered irrespective of the 
authentication. 

18. (Unamended) A method according to claim 16, further comprising an instructing step 
of giving an instruction for an access timing ir^said access control step in order to adjust a timing 
for the rendering in said rendering step. 

19. (Amended) An image processing method comprising: 

(A) a detecting step of detecting a copyright protection node from a language describing a 
3-dimensional scene; 

(B) an identifying step of identifying a 3-dimensional 6|pject designated by the copyright 
protection node detected in said detecting step; and 
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(G) a display control step of inhibiting a display of the 3-dimensional object identified in 
said identifying step until a predetermined authenticating process is finished and allowing 
display of 3 -dimensional objects that are not identified as having copyright-protected 
information. 

20. (Unamended) A method according to claim 19, wherein said language is a VRML 



21. (Unamended) Aiiimage processing system comprising a transmitting apparatus and a 
receiving apparatus, wherein 

(A) said transmitting apparatus includes transmitting means for transmitting scene data 
describing a 3-dimensional scene, m^dia data associated with said scene data, and 
copyright-protected data, and 

(B) said receiving apparatus include 

receiving means for receiving the scenkdata describing the 3-dimensional scene, the 
media data associated with said scene data, and tn^ copyright-protected data which were 
transmitted from said transmitting apparatus; 

separating means for separating all of the data received by said receiving means; access 
control means for controlling accesses to the scene data anckthe media data separated by said 
separating means on the basis of the copyright-protected data separated by said separating means; 

media decoding means for decoding the media data-separated by said separating means; 
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sceije decoding means for forming copyright-protected scene data and 
copyright-unptotected scene data from the scene data separated by said separating means on the 
basis of the copyright-protected data separated by said separating means; and 

rendering meKns for rendering the 3-dimensional scene on the basis of the media data 
decoded by said media decoding means and the copyright-protected scene data and the 
copyright-unprotected scene^iata formed by said scene decoding means. 

22. (Amended) A storage medium which stores a computer program, said computer 
program comprising: \ 

(A) an identifying module for identifying an object having copyright-protected 
information among objects constructing a scene on the basis of data describing the scene; and 

(B) a display control module for inhibiting, o\the basis of an identification result of said 
identifying module, a display of the object identified by the identifying process by said 
identifying module until a predetermined authenticating process is finished and allowing display 
of objects that are not identified as having copyright-protected information. 

REMARKS 

Applicant received an initialed PTO-1449 form together with the May 23, 2002 Office 
Action, indicating the Examiner's consideration of the information cited in the Information 
Disclosure Statement filed on October 18, 2001. However, while the Examiner's initials appear 
in the left-hand column next to all other cited references, they do not appear next to the first item 
listed under "OTHER DOCUMENTS." Specifically, the Examiner's initials do not appear next 

-13- 



